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A R C H I VA L  P O S T

Missing Persons and Suspected Burial Sites in Shko-
dra: Catholic Clergy, Documentation and the Search 
for Truth

S E C T I O N

Shkodra Border

P E R I O D

1944 - 1959

The issue of missing persons and suspected burial sites is part of AIDSSH’s work to document the past and 

seek answers for families. Following the expansion of its legal mandate in 2020, the Authority has continued to 

identify and document suspected burial sites, particularly in Shkodra County. 2023: Marking of a suspected burial 

site near Rrmaji Cemetery, in cooperation with Shkodër Municipality. 2024: Continuation of investigations and 

non-invasive searches for suspected burial sites. 2025: Documentation and public presentation of the history of 

the missing and suspected burial sites. 2026: Continuation of investigations and submission of documentation 

for controlled excavations and exhumations. 28 August 2026: Inauguration of the permanent exhibition “Rrmaji 

– A Place of Remembrance and Search” near Rrmaji Cemetery.
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C O N T E N T  # 1

Two Stories of Persecution: Frano Gjini and Dom Dedë Malaj

Following the establishment of the communist regime, the Catholic clergy in Shkodra and the surrounding areas 

were subjected to arrests, interrogations, trials, sentences, and executions. For some of the executed clergy, 

repression continued even after their deaths, through the concealment of burial sites and the denial of families’ 

ability to recover their remains and provide them with a place of remembrance. In this material, the Mediateka 

brings to light the stories of Monsignor Frano Gjini and Dom Dedë Malaj , two Catholic clergy members from 

Shkodra who were arrested, tried, and executed during the communist regime. Their stories also reflect two 

different fates following their executions: the whereabouts of Monsignor Frano Gjini’s remains have still not 

been established, while the remains of Dom Dedë Malaj were found after the 1990s and reburied. Through 

archival documents and testimonies related to these cases, the Mediateka highlights not only the mechanisms of 

persecution and repression against the Catholic clergy, but also the fate of those executed during the dictatorship 

whose families spent years seeking information about their fate and the whereabouts of their remains.
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M E D I A  # 1

The Trial of Dom Dedë Malaj and His Group
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MEDIA  ITEMS #5

The Trial of Dom Dedë Malaj and His Group
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I N F O R M AT I O N

The Trial of Dom Dedë Malaj and His Group

T R A N S C R I P T

No transcript is available for this media.
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M E D I A  # 2

The “Weapons Planted in the Church” Trial: The Persecution of 
Catholic Clergy in Shkodra

MEDIA  ITEMS #1
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The “Weapons Planted in the Church” Trial: The Persecution of Catholic Clergy in Shkodra
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The “Weapons Planted in the Church” Trial: The Persecution of Catholic Clergy in Shkodra
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The “Weapons Planted in the Church” Trial: The Persecution of Catholic Clergy in Shkodra
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The “Weapons Planted in the Church” Trial: The Persecution of Catholic Clergy in Shkodra
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The “Weapons Planted in the Church” Trial: The Persecution of Catholic Clergy in Shkodra
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The “Weapons Planted in the Church” Trial: The Persecution of Catholic Clergy in Shkodra

MEDIA  ITEMS #15
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I N F O R M AT I O N
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The “Weapons Planted in the Church” Trial: The Persecution of Catholic Clergy in Shko-
dra

T R A N S C R I P T

No transcript is available for this media.


