ARCHIVAL POST

Musine Kokalari, thefirst convicted politician

Elimination of opposition elements in Albania, 1946

SECTION PERIOD

Historical figures 1946 - 1983

The Sigurimi documentation for Musine Kokalari is part of the investigative-judicial file of the 37 defendants in
January 1946. Immediately after the elections, they were arrested because they had spoken out against the new
electoral law and had made attempts to postpone the first elections. Musine was part of the group that drafted
a note addressed to the British mission to intervene with the Albanian Government to postpone the holding of
the first elections in order to organize and prepare the opposition front against the Democratic Front. Musine's

documentation in the Sigurimi files belongs to the period 1945-1983, throughout her entire life lived under the
communist regime.
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Thejudicial process and sentencing of Musine Kokalari

In the Archives of the Authority for Information on the Documents of the former State Security (AIDSSH),
documents concerning Musine Kokalari are preserved in two main fonds: the investigative-judicial fund and
the operational fund. Investigative-judicial file no. 10815.A-1946 is related to the well-known trial of the “first
Albanian opposition,” in which 37 individuals were tried, among them Musine Kokalari, as chairwoman of the
Social-Democratic Group and co-founder of the organization “Democratic Union.” The trial was held at the
premises of the Kinema Nacional, starting on June 17, 1946, and lasted 15 days. It turned into a politically
staged public event, broadcast throughout the country via loudspeakers and radio. The judicial panel consisted
of Major Frederik Nosi, Captain Valedin Zeneli, Nexhat Hyseni, and secretary Thoma Rino, while the prosecutor
was Nevzat Hazedari. By decision no. 5, dated July 2, 1946, the High Military Court sentenced Musine Kokalari
to 20 years in prison. She served 16 years in various prisons and then 19 years in internal exile, spending
most of her life in isolation, poverty, and persecution. Personal file no. 2912 documents this long ordeal through
surveillance reports, informants’ information, manuscripts, and personal materials. Musine Kokalari was the first
Albanian woman writer, a highly educated intellectual, and a courageous voice of democracy and freedom of
thought. She refused to renounce her political convictions and democratic ideals, facing the persecution of the
communist regime with dignity. She died in internal exile in Rréshen on August 13, 1983, but her figure remains
today a symbol of moral resistance, civic courage, and intellectual steadfastness in Albanian history.
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