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A R C H I VA L  P O S T

Mustafa Merlika-Kruja

S E C T I O N

Historical figures

P E R I O D

1958 - 1958

Mustafa Merlika Kruja was an important figure in modern Albanian history. His political career began with 

the declaration of independence in 1912 and ended with his resignation as Prime Minister in 1943. After 

leaving Albania in September 1944, he lived in exile until he died in the United States in 1958, devoting 

himself primarily to historical and Albanological studies. During the communist period, he was described as 

a quisling prime minister. At the same time, he is also remembered as the prime minister who sought to keep 

the Albanian-inhabited territories united and who refused to hand over Jews to the German forces. He left 

behind an important body of scholarly work, correspondence, and a lost dictionary; his works were republished 

posthumously. He was awarded an honorary doctorate ( Honoris Causa ) by the University of Padua in 1942, 

named an honorary citizen of the city of Prizren in 1942, and awarded the title “Honour of the Nation” by the 

President of the Republic in 2012, on the occasion of the centenary of Albania’s independence. A bust has 

been erected in his honour in the city of Krujë. Two files concerning Mustafa Kruja are held in the archives of 

the former State Security, comprising a total of 811 pages.

INDIPENDENCE
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C O N T E N T  # 1

Archival Documentation

The archival documentation concerning Mustafa Kruja was itself considered by the State Security to be of 

historical importance, both for the volume and variety of the documents and for their chronological scope. The 

two files concerning Mustafa Merlika Kruja comprise a total of 810 pages. Additional information about him 

can also be found in the files of other figures of the period who were placed under surveillance by the former 

State Security. The file concerning Kruja was opened in 1958, several months before his death. It contains 

no substantive assessment of him, nor precise information about his whereabouts or activities at that time. It 

consists mainly of several pieces of information scattered across other files in which Kruja is mentioned. The 

documentation was brought together in a single folder. According to handwritten notes in pencil, the materials 

appear to have been obtained from the Directorate of Arts. One such note states that “a quantity of valuable 

documents” had been found, including a file containing Mustafa Kruja’s private correspondence with his relatives 

from exile, dating from 1923 to 1930, as well as several letters from 1937–1938. The 810 pages of archival 

documentation concerning Mustafa Kruja held by the AIDSSH archives are organized into two files: File No. 

363, “Mustafa Merlika (Kruja)” , declassified by the KDZH under Decision No. 11, dated 5 April 2024; and File 

No. 57, “List of the members of the Presidium Council of the Fascist Party and of the Government headed by 

Mustafa Kruja,” declassified by the KDZH under Decision No. 5, dated 17 May 2023. The documentation is in 

three languages: Persian, Albanian, and Italian. The documents are preserved in different formats, including 

handwritten documents and documents translated into Albanian or Italian, where applicable. In terms of their 

content and nature, the documents include family and personal correspondence with friends; historical and 

official documents drafted in Italian; official correspondence from the period of the Italian occupation; transcripts 

of telegrams; and pencil notes made by the State Security concerning the content and historical significance of 

the documents. Some documents also contain handwritten notes in pencil or ink identifying persons mentioned 

in the documents or providing information about particular events. The documents date from 1909 to 1945. 

Their contents include material relating to efforts concerning the development and writing of the Albanian 

language, as well as documents concerning military operations and fighting in northern Albania. Among the 

persons mentioned in the documentation are Refik Bej Toptani, Mahezar Bej Toptani, Ismail Qemal Vlora, Luigj 

Gurakuqi, Muharrem Bajraktari, Qazim Koculi, Kol Bibë Miraka, Gaqo Gogu, Ernest Këlcyra, Fan Noli, Vasil 

Andoni, Nuredin Vlora, Count Ciano, Giovanni Giro, Rexhep Mitrovica, and others. The file also contains pencil 

notes explaining that the materials concerning Mustafa Kruja had been found at the Directorate of Arts and 

summarizing some of his letters. File No. 363 – “Mustafa Merlika (Kruja)” The file was opened by a decision 

dated 21 February 1958. The decision states that Kruja had been part of the “National Independent Bloc” and 

had been associated with Italian intelligence. The file consists of his personal correspondence, together with a 

substantial part of the official documentation from the period when he headed the government, from December 

1941 to January 1943. File No. 57 – “List of the members of the Presidium Council of the Fascist Party and of 

the Government headed by Mustafa Kruja” The file was declassified by the KDZH under Decision No. 5, dated 

17 May 2023, and consists of six pages. It contains the list of members of the Higher Fascist Corporate Council, 

as well as several documents concerning payments.
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No additional information is available for this media.
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No transcript is available for this media.
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