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A R C H I VA L  P O S T

The Hungarian Revolution of 1956 and Its Echo in 
Former State Security Documents

S E C T I O N

Organizations against the regime

P E R I O D

1955 - 1956

The Hungarian Revolution of 1956 was a popular uprising against communist rule and Soviet control, which 

began on 23 October and was crushed by Soviet military intervention in November. Its calls for freedom and 

resistance resonated beyond Hungary’s borders. An archival trace of this impact appears in Investigation and 

Judicial File No. 8676-A, Fund No. 1 of the former State Security archives, concerning Nikolin Pavaci, Ndrekë 

Bazhdari and Karlo Cefa. A leaflet described on page 38 includes the words “Glory to the Hungarian Martyr 

Heroes”, alongside calls for freedom and slogans opposing dictatorship. The document illustrates how the legacy 

of the Hungarian Revolution was reflected in materials examined by Albania’s communist regime’s investigative 

and judicial authorities.
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C O N T E N T  # 1

The Sentencing of Nikolin Pavaci, Ndrekë Bazhdari, and Kar-
lo Cefa for Drafting and Distributing Anti-Communist Leaflets 
(1957)

nvestigative-Judicial File No. 8676-A, part of Archival Fond No. 1, consists of 201 pages and concerns the 

criminal proceedings against Nikolin Pavaci, Ndrekë Bazhdari, and Karlo Cefa, who were accused of attempting 

to escape abroad and of agitation and propaganda, under Articles 10, 64, and 72 of the Criminal Code. The 

documentation includes investigative records, court decisions, handwriting examination reports, photographs of 

handwritten documents, appeals, the prosecutor’s closing statement, and the arrest and search warrant. The file 

contains information about the drafting and distribution of leaflets opposing the communist regime. The leaflets 

called for freedom, solidarity, and resistance and included slogans supporting political developments in Hungary, 

Poland, and Yugoslavia. The interrogation record of Nikolin Pavaci, on page 38, describes the contents of the 

leaflets and Ndrekë Bazhdari’s role in writing them. The handwriting examination report on page 119 concludes 

that the examined leaflet was written by Ndrekë Bazhdari. One of the leaflets is preserved on page 121 of the 

file. According to the documentation, Nikolin Pavaci was sentenced to 16 years of imprisonment, Karlo Cefa to 

12 years, and Ndrekë Bazhdari to 14 years, together with the confiscation of their property. Page 181 contains 

the decision of the Supreme Military Court, dated 14 September 1957, which upheld Decision No. 103, dated 

6 August 1957, sentencing all three individuals. The documentation provides archival evidence of the criminal 

prosecution and sentencing of three individuals in 1957, illustrating how the investigative and judicial authorities 

of the time dealt with activities involving the drafting and distribution of leaflets opposing the communist regime.
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M E D I A  # 1

Interrogation Record of Nikolin Povaçi Concerning the Drafting of 
Anti-Communist Regime Leaflets, 4 November 1957
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No transcript is available for this media.
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M E D I A  # 2

Conclusion of the Forensic Handwriting Expertise Act on the 
Counter-Revolutionary Tract
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M E D I A  # 3

A Clarion Call for Freedom: An Anti-Dictatorial Tract in Support 
of the Hungarian Revolution (1956–1957)
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M E D I A  # 4

Verdict of the Military College of the Supreme Court Convicting 
Three Youths from Shkodra (1957)

MEDIA  ITEMS #1

Verdict of the Military College of the Supreme Court Convicting Three Youths from Shkodra (1957)

I N F O R M AT I O N

Verdict of the Military College of the Supreme Court Convicting Three Youths from 
Shkodra (1957)

T R A N S C R I P T

No transcript is available for this media.


